
Thursday, March 6th at 7pm at the 
Community Development Department



Why is water important?
“It supports and is vital to a healthy environment, 
individuals, communities and the state economy. In short, 
New Hampshire lives on water. (NH Lives on Water, 2012, Governor’s 

Sustainability Commission) 

“Water is our most valuable 
natural asset, and if we manage it 
well, our water offers New 
Hampshire a competitive 
advantage. “





N.H. State Board of Health Biennial Report, 1900

Origins(?) of Source Water Protection



Drinking Water Resources in Windham

TOWN 
NAME

Total 
Pop

Private 
Wells 
(Pop)

CWS 
Pop

Total 
Withdrawal

Ground-water 

Surface 
Water

Domestic1

Groundwa
ter 

Community 
Water Systems2

Groundwater 

Windha
m

12,567 10,463 2,104 0.847 0.000 0.785 0.062



How the State of NH protects 
groundwater? 



Wellhead Protection Areas



Protect Aquifers 
(State Reclassification)



What can municipalities, homeowners and businesses 
can do to protect groundwater?

“Before dictating what a municipality should 
do to protect an aquifer, one would have to see 
what would work best with the city’s context, 
ordinances, education, or a combination of 
both.



Public Education



Public Education: Distributing 
Flyers 

 Distribute well testing flyer

 Host workshops on well testing

 Help us spread the word on a 
regular basis



Windham Private Well Test Results 
2011-2013 (State Lab only)

Arsenic (mg/L) Uranium (ug/L) Radon (pci/L) total Coliform (P-A/100mL)

MCL or other 

standard 0.010 30

2000 

(Recommended 

action level)

total 36 30 16 56

detections 25 22 16 12

>MCL or other 

standard 7 0 12 12

hi 0.0755 28 5000

avg 0.0122 3.95 3042

>MCL or other 

standard (%) 19% 0% 75% 21%



Zoning Protection (.e.g., limit high-risk uses)



Adopt Regulations that Promote Clean 
Infiltration through Low Impact Development



BMP inspections minimize the release 
of substances that may… 

✓ Harm human health

✓ Contaminate groundwater

✓ Increase treatment cost & liability 

✓ Result in loss of water supply 
(replacement cost)

✓ Lead to state or federal regulatory 
actions 

Management of Potential Contamination 

Sources 



Promote Land Conservation 
Around Public Water Supply 
Sources 



What about in the future? 

 New development depends 
on available potable water

• Land use regulations can 
profoundly improve plans and 
affect water demand and 
recharge

• Planners have the authority 
to coordinate development 
with extension of public 
services



Plaistow Economic Development Committee



Pierce Rigrod, Environmental Analyst
Source Protection Program
Drinking Water & Groundwater Bur. 
NH Dept. of Environmental Services 
(603) 271-0688


